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KU pays $395,000 to 
settle sexual assault suits 


m The university agreed to pay two former rowers who claimed 
KU failed to protect them from sexual assault and harassment. 


BY MARA ROSE WILLIAMS 
mdwilliams@kcstar.com 


The University of Kansas paid 
out a total of $395,000 to settle 
lawsuits by two former KU row- 
ers who claimed they were sex- 
ually assaulted by a former foot- 


ball player in campus housing. 

With no admission of liability, 
the university agreed to pay form- 
er rower Daisy Tackett $245,000 
and former rower Sarah McClure 
$150,000. 

The settlement allots 
$102,000 of Tackett’s amount 
and $63,000 of McClure’s to the 


Brown and Curry Law Firm of 
Kansas City. The firm repre- 
sented both women. 

The Tackett lawsuit was filed 
in Douglas County in March 
2016. The McClure lawsuit was 
filed in April 2016. Both accused 
the university of violating Title 
IX, the federal law that protects 
against gender discrimination, 
including sexual assault and 
harassment. 


The suits were both dismissed 
last month at the request of the 
women and the university. Under 
the terms of the dismissal, the 
claims made by the two women 
cannot be raised in court again. 

The Star obtained the amounts 
of the settlements from a request 
under the Kansas Open Records 
Act. 

The settlement agreements say 
that they represent “a compro- 
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mise of disputed claims,” and 
that the money paid “shall not be 
construed as an admission of 
liability or wrongdoing” on behalf 
of the university or the two wo- 
men. 

The university did not respond 
to a request from The Star for 
comment on the settlements. 

The attorney for the women, 
Dan Curry, would only say that 
the matter had been resolved and 
that his clients would not have a 
comment. 

The two-year legal battle began 
with a claim by Tackett in her 
lawsuit that she was raped in the 
fall of 2014, shortly after she 
arrived on the Lawrence campus. 
She was then an 18-year-old 
freshman living in Naismith Hall. 
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Dick Marsala looks through debris from his destroyed home Friday after a wildfire roared through the Rancho Monserate Country Club in 
Bonsall, Calif. Sustained Santa Ana winds were fanning blazes in Los Angeles, San Diego and Ventura counties. 


Spreading wildfires 
destroy 500 structures 
in Southern California 


BY MELISSA ETEHAD, LOUIS 
SAHAGUN, RUBEN VIVES, JOSEPH 
SERNA AND SONALI KOHLI 


Los Angeles Times 


LOS ANGELES 
Wildfires fanned by sus- 
tained Santa Ana winds contin- 
ued to wreak havoc across 
Southern California on Friday 
as blazes in Los Angeles, San 
Diego and Ventura counties 
destroyed more than 500 


structures, sent 212,000 people 
fleeing and left thousands with- 
out power. 

In northern San Diego Coun- 
ty, the Lilac fire continued to 
burn Friday morning, holding 
at 4,100 acres from the night 
before with no containment. 
More than 1,000 firefighters 
were battling the blaze, which 
roared through Bonsall and 
into Oceanside late Thursday. 

At least three people were 


injured and 25 horses were 
killed at a thoroughbred train- 
ing center. At least 85 struc- 
tures have been destroyed, 
including a number of mobile 
homes, authorities said Friday. 
President Donald Trump 
approved a California disaster 
declaration Friday morning. He 
ordered federal aid to the area 
and put the Department of 
Homeland Security and the 
Federal Emergency Manage- 


ment Agency in charge of di- 
saster relief efforts. 

The Lilac fire is one of a 
half-dozen major fires burning 
across Ventura, San Diego, Los 
Angeles and Riverside coun- 
ties, and comes as the National 
Weather Service extended a 
red-flag fire warning to Sunday. 

“Be prepared because as we 
remember the Cedar Fire in 
2003, a fire that starts in the 
back country ... can go any- 
where at any time, particularly 
when those winds shift,” San 
Diego County Supervisor 
Dianne Jacob said Friday 
morning. “We’re not out of the 
woods yet. We need to stay 
vigilant and be prepared.” 

Of all the fires in Southern 
California, the Thomas fire in 
Ventura County is still the 
largest, spanning 132,000 
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U.S. GETS STRONG 
JOBS REPORT 


Labor Department reports 
continued growth and 
low unemployment. 6A 


DEATH TOLL RISES 
IN PUERTO RICO 


A New York Times review 
estimates more than 1,000 


dead from hurricane. 2A 


ACLU CHALLENGES 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 


Group faults Shawnee 
Mission’s investigation of 


alleged racist behavior. 2A 


2-year 
inquiry 
into child 
crimes 
unit done 


BY IAN CUMMINGS 
AND GLENN E. RICE 


icummings@kcstar.com 


After two years, the Kansas 
City Police Department is re- 
viewing a recently completed 
internal affairs investigation into 
its failed Crimes Against Chil- 
dren unit. 

The Police Department has not 
said when its review will be fin- 
ished or if any more information 
will be released. Police officials 
have said the investigation is a 
personnel matter and as such is 
not a public record. Some in- 
formation may be revealed if 
police detectives face discipline 
or are fired and appeal those 
decisions to the Board of Police 
Commissioners. 

The investigation, begun in the 
fall of 2015, delved into evidence 
that for years detectives in the 
unit failed to properly investigate 
rapes, child molestation and 
other crimes against children, in 
some instances leaving cases 
untouched for more than a year 
and engaging in deception to 
cover their tracks. 

The Star first revealed the 
extent of the failures in Septem- 
ber 2016, showing how some 
victims were denied justice after 
years of waiting. 

Among the unit’s shortcom- 
ings, as recently described by the 
leader of a child advocacy group: 
The detectives almost never 
showed up to the forensic in- 
terviews where specialists record- 
ed child victims describing the 
crimes committed against them. 

But in the past two years that 
has changed, showing marked 
improvement in the police unit’s 
work after nearly the entire unit 
was suspended for about a 
month and replaced in January 
2016. Seven detectives and two 
sergeants were removed from 
the unit and reassigned to patrol. 

Whether any of them will face 
discipline is one of the questions 
expected to be answered follow- 
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